
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 11, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:41 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle and Terry Saucier 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Sandy Mittleman, Michael Povar, Stanton Saucier, Len Shaffer, Nancy 

Theroux and Steve Webber. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Checking $2,524.24, Savings $6,725.09 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Evelyn Garfinkle 

365 Family Memberships, including three new members 

 

TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 

Street parking restrictions: Since we have had no response from the LAPD  on the request to change 

no parking hours at the south end of Greenbriar and to prohibit parking on Philiprimm just west of the 

post office, the issues were discussed with Councilman Blumenfield’s office.  

Zine funds carryover: The planned use of the remaining “Zine” carryover funds (BSS 100-86) was 

accomplished on Sunday, April 26. Small section patches were made in various areas. The Bureau of 

Street Services (BSS) has informed us since then that they will do one, and possibly two, additional days 

of work. 

Right turn, Reseda to Burbank:  A request has been made to the Department of Transportation (DOT) 

to mitigate the difficulty in making right turn from north bound Reseda Boulevard to east bound 

Burbank, particularly during the morning rush hour.  The decision has been delayed awaiting the 

recovery of the Chief Engineer of the West Valley Division of the DOT from injuries in an accident. 

Right turn, Reseda to 101 freeway: In response to a request to the DOT to limit right turns from south 

bound Reseda Boulevard into the west bound 101 Freeway to only the right lane,  the DOT has 

eliminated all parking on the west side of Reseda between Collins and the freeway onramp  (the first 

block north of the freeway onramp). The problem is a bus stop at the onramp. We will speak with the 

MTA about the possibility of moving the bus stop. 

Oxnard/Etiwanda curb ramp: The TNC Board approved a request to the City to create a curb ramp on 

the “T” intersection at the north side of Oxnard at Etiwanda. 

Solar-powered STOP sign: The TNC Board approved appropriation the purchase and installation of 

two solar powered STOP signs at a location to be determined, contingent on approval by the LADOT. 

UPDATE: The LAPD has indicated that the signs are subject to vandalism so the purchase is on hold. 

101 Freeway sign lighting: The Transportation Committee will work with Senator Fran Pavley’s office 

to make a list of the signage on the freeway that are not reasonably visible at night, either because the 

lights are burned out, or because the signs are so dirty as to be unreadable at a distance.  

 

LAND USE - Len Shaffer/David Garfinkle 

18404 Collins: The Zoning Administrator approved the planned demolition of the existing apartment 

building at 18404 Collins and the construction of a 73 unit, 4-story condominium project.  The ZA noted 



that the project was by-right, including the by-right density bonus for very low income units.   No 

additional variances requested.  

18529 Calvert:  Change of zone from RA to R3 and construction of a 24-unit apartment building.  At 

the Zoning Administrator’s hearing on the morning of April 20, Representative Eric Lieberman 

indicated that the building had been reduced to three stories from four and the height reduced from 45 

feet to approximately 33 feet.  Comments from the audience at the hearing included the desire to retain 

the RA zoning, concerns about the building density and lack of open space, and the presence of 

balconies overlooking the single family homes to the west of the project.  As the request includes a zone 

change from RA to R3, the project will come before the South Valley Area Planning Commission in 

June.   

18840 Ventura Medical Building:  The 24,667 square foot mixed commercial building has applied for 

a change of use for 6000 square feet on the second floor from general office use to medical office.  The 

building has previously been granted a change of use of 9000 square feet to medical office on the first 

floor; that space is now under renovation.  The current change of use request would require 79 parking 

spaces, 10 spaces more than the 69 currently available in the parking lot; two spaces could be met by 

bicycle parking, leaving a deficit of eight parking spaces.  At the ZA hearing, the representative stated  

that if the variance was not granted, the developer would need to tear down the existing building and 

construct a new 6-story building.  David Garfinkle indicated that there are a number of practical 

solutions, including reducing the requested change of use to 4,000 sq. feet to reduce the amount of 

parking required.   Other solutions would be to install a limited number of auto lifts in the parking lot, or 

constructing a small second story addition to a portion of the parking lot. Max Flehinger asked if there is 

a need for additional medical office space given existing vacancies in the area and the construction of 

the large medical building at the old Michael’s site. The ZA seemed sympathetic to the request and is 

due to rule on it in June. 

19360 Ventura Boulevard.  The proposed project is the demolition of the existing smog check facility 

next to Jiffy Lube and construction of a two story bakery.  The Tarzana Neighborhood Council Land 

Use Committee supported the project, although there were some comments about the style and color of 

the building.    

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Annual Meeting: The Annual TPOA Meeting and Town Hall Forum will be held on May 20 at the 

Braemar Country Club.  The subject for the Forum will be “Transportation Vision for the Valley”.  After 

the election of Board members, Councilman Blumenfield will lead off the Forum.  The panel will 

include Denny Zane, Executive Director of MoveLA who will give a transportation overview; Hilary 

Norton, Executive Director of FAST who will address Grand Boulevards; Sara Mitchell of VICA/Valley 

on Track who will provide an overview light rail possibilities; and Bart Reed, Executive Director of the 

Transit Coalition who will discuss public transit needs in the Valley.  UPDATE:  David Garfinkle, Max 

Flehinger, Terry Saucier, Stanton Saucier, and Leonard Shaffer were all re-elected as TPOA Board 

members for a new two-year term.  The Forum presentations and discussion were extremely informative 

and interesting.  Noted was the possibility of a tax measure on the 2016 ballot to fund the needed 

transportation upgrades.  One further note was the less than usual attendance, approximately 75 people 

instead of the 200+ who usually attend our Annual TPOA Meeting and Town Hall Forums. 

TCCC: The Board approved a motion to donate $600 to the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center 

again this year. Note that TCCC plans a Tarzana Home Garden Bus Tour on Saturday, May 16, followed 

by a Tarzana Garden Show on Sunday, May 17.  UPDATE: Participants on the Tarzana Garden Bus 

Tour were very pleased with the tour, which highlighted drought resistant gardens. TCCC plans to 

repeat it next year.  The Garden show was also a big success. 

Helicopter Noise Update: The FAA has issued a contract to establish an improved helicopter noise 

complaint system.  David Garfinkle is on the committee to review the data results and investigate these 



reports. There are three ways the public can report loud helicopter noise 1) call in to 424-348-4354 and 

respond to the question form, 2) log on and use the website reporting format at http://heli-noise-la.com, 

3) go onto the http://heli-noise-la.com  website at least 20 minutes after the flight where you can track 

and identify the specific helicopter and report the violation. UPDATE: Over 6000 complaints were 

registered in April, the first month of operation of the system. 

Newsletter: It is time to prepare the summer 2015 TPOA Newsletter.  UPDATE:  The Newsletter is in 

preparation. 

Membership: Our membership continues to decline slightly due to moving and deaths of members. We 

plan to generate new membership by reaching out via the Next Door website, possible events with 

Tarzana  HOAs (for instance., Silver Hawk) and working with local schools. We urge members to 

approach their neighbors.  

Board members: Positions are available for additional Board members.  If you are interested, or know 

someone who may be interested, have them attend the next Board meeting (June 8, at the Tarzana 

Community and Cultural Center/TCCC at 7:30) or e-mail to president@tarzanapropertyowners.org 

 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM 

 


