
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

October 12, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, 

Michael Povar, Stanton Saucier, Terry Saucier, and David Springer 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Len Shaffer, Nancy Theroux, and Steve Webber 

 

GUEST  

Kevin Taylor, West Valley area representative for Mayor Eric Garcetti.  Kevin Taylor installed the new 

TPOA Board. He can be reached at kevin.taylor@lacity.org. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

Checking $1,541.23, Savings $6,725.77 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
315 Family Memberships 

David Springer, a longtime Tarzana resident, was appointed to the TPOA Board.   

 

TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 

Converting Nestle Avenue to one way: The LADOT is proposing to convert Nestle Ave., between 

Rosita and Tarzana St., to one-way, northbound only, traffic and has asked for community input.  

Because there has been no input from the community on the issue, the TNC Transportation Committee 

recommends that the Tarzana Neighborhood Council recommend no change to the current two-way 

traffic, pending input from the nearby community and the drivers using that street. 

Freeway sign lights: The Committee has been in phone communication with the various departments of 

Caltrans responsible for the lights, which illuminate upcoming offramp signs, including the assistant to 

the district director, and with the State Senator Fran Pavley’s office. We have been told that Caltrans is 

installing LED lights, but given no schedule.  

Overnight truck parking on Philiprimm:  Trucks parked on Philiprimm between Yolanda and Wilbur 

are a hazard as they essentially narrow this busy street.  Petitions to eliminate overnight truck parking, 

placed at the condo on Yolanda and in the medical building on Wilbur, were removed before they could 

be collected. There is also continual dumping of trash on the street. The Committee will continue to 

work with Councilman Blumenfield’s office to eliminate the truck parking. 

Pothole truck semi-annual visit to Tarzana: Using one truck full of asphalt, the Bureau of Street 

Services patched the alley south of Ventura Blvd., between Vanalden and Donna, as well as an area of 

the alley just east of Donna. The pothole truck will be back in six months with another truck load of 

asphalt. This is in addition to the regularly-scheduled street repair work and repair of pot holes that are 

reported by stakeholders. 

 

PLANNING & LAND USE/TNC - David Garfinkle 

Baseline Mansionization Ordinance revision: In May, 2014, Councilman Koretz moved that revisions 

be made to the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO) to correct oversights that have since become 



apparent, including the 20% bonuses.  The Planning Department has indicated that a final revision could 

not be adopted before the summer of 2016 and could extend into 2017.  In recognition of this delay, a 

number of communities have adopted or applied for Interim Control Ordinances (ICO) which would 

temporarily implement the proposed revisions. Sherman Oaks and Encino have each recently applied for 

an ICO. Studio City has had a Residential Floor Area District to limit size for some time.  

Approximately 23 neighborhoods in the basin have, or have applied for, similar ICOs and there are 

approximately 30 Historical Preservation Overlay Zone Ordinances with similar limits. There is concern 

that as a result of these restrictions in other areas, builders who want to build oversized houses may 

target Tarzana. David Garfinkle proposed that Tarzana initiate an ICO request to implement a temporary 

moratorium on these kinds of projects.  The motion passed requesting that Councilman Blumenfield 

initiate action to implement an ICO similar to those requested by Sherman Oaks and Encino.  UPDATE: 

A Community Town Hall will be held on November 16 at the Tarzana Elementary School to discuss the 

issue.  See the attached flyer. 

Sign Ordinance revision.  The Sign Ordinance has been in place for over six years and has been upheld 

by several by court decisions. Proposed revisions to the ordinance have recently come before the 

Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee of the City Council.  Two versions were 

forwarded to the City Attorney for formal wording; the formal proposals will then be sent to the City 

Planning Commission and returned to PLUM for consideration.  Version A would allow digital signs in 

every commercial area, for instance along the entire length of Ventura Blvd.  These digital signs flood 

neighborhoods with their flashing lights and are a major distraction to drivers and pedestrians.  In 

addition, Version A would allow an amnesty for the approximately 1,000 billboards that were erected 

without a permit or have violated the provisions of the permit. Version B includes minor revisions to the 

current ordinance.  TPOA has taken a position in support of Version B. 

Beekeeping in single family residential areas: The city’s proposed ordinance would allow beekeeping 

in any single family residential zone.  Requirements include registration with the County, a minimum of 

2500 square feet of property per beehive, and placement at least five feet from side and rear boundaries. 

The hives must face away from the boundary, and there must also be a hedge or wall at least six feet 

high between the hive and the property boundary.  TPOA voted to support the proposed ordinance with 

additional conditions including that any hive must be at least 500 feet from a school and that beekeepers 

have mandatory training. UPDATE: The Beekeeping Ordinance has been adopted by the City. 

Short term rentals: Short term rentals are rentals for less than 30-days of a home or a portion of the 

home. These are a significant problem in some areas where major issues include the noise and 

disturbance and parking overflows that short term rentals may cause.  Another major issue is that owners 

of multiple residences or apartment buildings are turning them into short-term rentals, thereby reducing 

the number of available apartments, particularly of low income units.  On the plus side for property 

owners, short term rentals of the home while on vacation, or of part of the home, could be a source of 

income.  Right now City efforts on the ordinance include the requirement that you can rent out your 

property on a short-term basis as long as it is your personal residence. The Board previously voted to 

support a version that allows an owner to rent out their residence or a portion of the residence on a short-

term basis (less than 30-days) but opposed short term rentals of non-owner residences or of multiple 

properties by the same owner.  The Tarzana Neighborhood Council Board supported the ordinance with 

similar conditions including a maximum of 45 days rental per year.  

Sidewalk vending: The current estimate is that there are 50,000 sidewalk vendors in Los Angeles,   

10,000 selling food and 40,000 selling other merchandise. Sidewalk vending is currently illegal. The 

proposed ordinance to permit sidewalk vending has a number of conditions, including licensing, regular 

inspections for food sales, and a predetermined area for each vendor.  The Board voted to support the 

ordinance with the provision that each district must opt-in to allow sidewalk vending.  UPDATE: The 

TNC Board voted to support the ordinance with similar provisions, requiring opt-in by each 

Neighborhood Council District. 



 

5321 Crebs: There is an application to convert an existing Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) to a full 

second dwelling.  David Springer reported that the property has a guest house (2 bedroom, 2 bath, built 

in 1987) and the owner wants to make it legal to rent by converting it to a full second dwelling in line 

with ZA Memo 120. There are two problems: the existing ADU is larger than the 1,200 square feet 

allowed under ZA Memo 120 and it is too close to the rear property line. The neighbors are unanimously 

against the project. This is a case where the Code and the neighbors are both against the application. 

TPOA has taken a position against the application as has the Tarzana Neighborhood Council (TNC). 

The Zoning Administrator’s decision is expected soon.   If it is approved, then there is an option to 

appeal the decision to the South Valley Area Planning Commission (SVAPC); the Board voted to file an 

appeal if the ZA decision supports the zone variance.  

18840 Ventura Blvd: The change of use from general commercial to medical of 6000 square feet of the 

second floor of the building would require an additional 10 parking spaces, two of which can be 

mitigated by providing bicycle parking. The variance was approved by the Zoning Administrator and 

TPOA appealed the decision to the SVAPC. The TPOA position was the conversion would place 

additional parking and traffic impacts on the neighborhood and that there was no compelling reason to 

deviate from the Code. At the hearing Dave Garfinkle and Len Shaffer suggested that they can meet the 

eight additional parking spaces by tandem or valet parking or by reducing the amount of space 

converted. However, the owners’ position is they are concerned about vacancy in the area and if they 

cannot get around this parking requirement then the building may remain vacant, be torn down, etc.  The 

SVAPC will continue the discussion at their next meeting. 

6047 Tampa wireless facility: An application has been filed for a conditional use permit to allow a 

wireless telecommunication facility, consisting of twelve antennas, to be installed on the roof of the 3-

story office building adjacent to the Woodcrest School.  The antennas and shielding would raise the 

height of the building to 50 feet, 2 inches in lieu of the maximum 45 feet limit allowed by the Code.  

According to Federal and State law, he City cannot take into account potential negative radiation affects.  

However, Mr. Lieberman of the Woodcrest School indicated at the September 11 ZA hearing that 

students’ parents may be concerned about possible radiation effects and this will have a severe negative 

economic impact on the school.  Both the TPOA and the TNC voted to oppose the project as it violates 

the height limit of the Community Plan and did not adequately consider alternate locations.  

Helicopter Noise: The Los Angeles Area Helicopter Noise Coalition (LAAHNC) has not been 

successful in getting acceptance from the industry in developing effective voluntary noise reduction 

agreements. One positive aspect has been the implementation of a complaint process where one can file 

the complaint by phone or on-line.    A complaint review committee is tasked with reviewing the 

complaints and following up on flagrant violations.   UPDATE:  The FAA has been hesitant to adopt 

formal rule making, and the LAAHNC has been forced to submit petitions requiring formal rule making.  

See the attached flyer indicating how you can support the petitions.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Membership and Board Members: To be effective, TPOA needs a minimum of 12 active Board 

members. Dave Garfinkle urged the Board to identify potential additional Board members who would be 

an asset. Additionally, our membership is decreasing due to members moving out of the area.  We plan 

to implement a membership drive and urge all current TPOA members to reach out to their neighbors.  

Website: The TPOA website (tarzanapropertyowners.org), which has not been updated in some time,   

needs to be updated. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM 


